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PATENT APPLICATION 

HAND WALLET 



CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATION 

[01] The present application claims priority from U.S. Provisional Application Ser. No. 
60/447,455, filed February 14, 2003, ' 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
Field of the Invention 

[02] The present invention relates to wallets. More specifically, it is a wallet worn on the 
hand with pockets on the backside and palm areas of the hand, but does not limit the usefulness 
of the other areas of the hand. 

Description of the Related Art 

[03] Traditional wallets are bulky and subject to theft. Frequently, those engaging in physical 
activities forego carrying a wallet for these reasons. This exposes the individual to inconvenience 
and possible danger in the event of a medical emergency. 

[04] Many devices have been created to accommodate various items in pockets or storage 
compartments such as a wallet or glove; however, some of the methods of attachment may lead 
to the possibility of thefl or loss of items. Related art, such as Moir, U.S. Pat. No. 6,079,049 
issued Jun. 27, 2000; Lonon, U.S. Pat. No. 5,003,637 issued Apr. 2,1991 and others, discloses 
gloves with pockets or pouches that are detachable. With this type of structure, the risk of 
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loosing items is greatly increased when performing physical activities which require the usage of 
an individual's hands. 



[05] Other gloves have been created with pockets or pouches for carrying weights during 
physical activities. Related art such as Guthrie et al., U.S. Pat. No. 4,326,706 issued Apr. 27, 
1982 and others pertain to weights being contained in a pocket with a snap fastening method. 
The weights move freely in the pocket or pouch of these gloves therefore increasing the risk of 
dislodging the snap fastening method thus leading to injury. 



[06] There are other gloves that have a pocket attachment to allow a drinking container to be 
carried on the hand; Dzierson, et al., U.S. Pat. No. Des. 284,806 issued Jul. 29, 1986 etc. This 
method of attachment may not secure the drinking device properly if the size or shape of the 
drinking device doesn't permit a tight enclosure. 

[07] Various wallets and gloves have been developed to carry items in or around the hand. 
The previous attempts at carrying items in a safe and secure manner have fallen short of 
constructive methods of carrying items in pockets, pouches and compartments during activities 
where the hands are needed to perform certain tasks. 



[08] The present invention is designed for the person that may need to carry items while being 
active, whether walking, jogging, camping, attending carnivals, touring vacation spots, or going 
to concerts etc. The hand wallet allows a person to carry items while leaving the fingers firee for 
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other purposes. This invention does not enclose the fingers, allowing the primary function of 
carrying, grasping and holding various items possible. 



[09] The limitations of the related art previously discussed are overcome by the present 
invention. With this invention's ability to expand and a fabric base that is flexible, a variety of 
items can be inserted and contained in or around the hand. The hand wallet provides a first 
pocket area on the back of the hand and a second pocket area on the palm of the hand. A variety 
of closing means known in the field enable the pockets to be sized, shaped, and arranged in a 
variety of configurations. In general, the design of the hand wallet follows function, with the 
location of the pockets, purpose of the items carried, nature of the activity and items used 
dictating the structural aspects as previously mentioned of said hand wallet. The top protective 
flap of the first pocket can be modified to support a device such as a light for activities that are 
performed where a light source is required. 

[10] It is therefore an object of the present invention to provide a wallet which can 
comfortably be wom on a user's hand. 

[11] It is another object of the present invention to provide a wallet which is lightweight. 

[12] It is another object of the present invention to provide a wallet which can be used during 
physical activities. 
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[13] It is yet another object of the present invention to provide a wallet which allows for 
transporting a variety of items in a secure fashion. 



[14] It is yet a further object of the present invention to provide a wallet which can 
comfortably be wom on a user's hand which does not restrict movement or use of the hand. 

[15] Finally, it is an object of the present invention to accomplish the foregoing objectives in a 
simple and cost effective manner. 

SUMMARY OF THE DISCLOSURE 

[16] A wallet is described which may be attached to a user's extremity and which includes one 
or more pockets for carrying desired items. The wallet includes a flexible base to which one or 
more pockets are mounted. Preferably, one pocket is mounted such that it will be located on the 
back of the user's hand when in use and a second pocket will be located on the palm side of the 
user's hand when in use. The base may be attached to the user by use of a zipper or by elongate 
straps which surround the user's extremity and connect to each other by means of hook and loop 
fastener or other appropriate fastening means. In a further preferred embodiment, one or both of 
the pockets may expand to allow the transport of larger items. This may be accomplished by 
incorporating expansion panels in the side of the pocket or by incorporating an elastic panel into 
the pocket. Each pocket may further include a means for closing the pocket such that contained 
items are retained within the pockets. Or, altematively, the pocket may include a retaining 
means inside. If desired, a protective flap may be provided to cover the pocket. The protective 
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flap preferably would include a means for securing the flap over the pocket. In an alternate 
embodiment, the wallet includes a single pocket which extends around its periphery. This pocket 
can be configured to accept a drinking bladder, including an opening for removing the liquid 
from the bladder by the user. The pocket can be configured to accept a weight or can be used as 
storage for desired items. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[17] Figure 1 shows a top view of the preferred embodiment of the present invention; 
[18] Figure 2a is a view of the internal structure of the preferred embodiment of the present 
invention; 

[19] Figure 2b is a cross sectional view of the preferred embodiment of the present invention 
taken across line lib of figure 2a; 

[20] Figure 3 is a side view of the preferred embodiment of the present invention; 
[21] Figure 4 is a side view of the preferred embodiment of the present invention; 
[22] Figures 5 and 6 are view of the palm side of alternate embodiments of the present 
invention; 

[23] Figure 7 shows a top view of an alternate embodiment of the present invention; 
[24] Figure 8 shows a bottom view of the altemate embodiment of the present invention 
shown in Figure 7; 

[25] Figure 9 shows a top view of an altemate embodiment of the present invention; 
[26] Figure 10 shows a bottom view of the altemate embodiment of the present invention 
shown in Figure 9; 
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[27] Figure 1 1 shows a side view of the alternate embodiment of the present invention shown 
in Figure 9; 

[28] Figure 12 shows a bottom view of the altemate embodiment of the present invention 
shown in Figure 9 with a drinking bladder installed; 

[29] Figure 13 shows a bottom view of the altemate embodiment of the present invention 
shown in Figure 9 in the open configuration showing installation of a drinking bladder; 
[30] Figure 14 shows an embodiment of a drinking bladder which can be used in the altemate 
embodiment of the present invention as shown in Figs. 9-13; 

[31] Figure 15 shows an embodiment of a weight which can be used in the altemate 
embodiment of the present invention as shown in Figs. 9-13 in place of the drinking bladder; 
[32] Figure 16 shows a perspective view of an altemate embodiment of the present invention 
in the open configuration; 

[33] Figure 17 shows a perspective view of the altemate embodiment of the present invention 
shown in Figure 16 in the closed configuration; 

[34] Figure 1 8 shows a bottom view of the altemate embodiment of the present invention 
shown in Figure 16 with a drinking bladder installed; 

[35] Figure 19 shows an embodiment of a drinking bladder which can be used in the altemate 

embodiment of the present invention as shown in Figs. 16-18; and 

[36] Figure 20 shows a perspective view of the embodiment of the present invention. 

Element List 



20 hand wallet 
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22 
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24 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 
[37] The following detailed description is of the best presently contemplated modes of 
carrying out the invention. This description is not to be taken in a limiting sense, but is made 
merely for the purpose of illustrating general principles of embodiments of the invention. 

[38] In the preferred embodiment of the present invention, a hand wallet configured to carry 
items is described. Because coverage of the fingers is not a primary object, the base material 
need only cover the hand sufficiently so as to provide a secure mount for the features described 
herein. The hand wallet may be wom over a glove or might enclose the fingers if desired for 
certain conditions such as inclement weather. For other circumstances, the fingers may be 
exposed to improve manual dexterity, so long as the base is secure. Indeed, as shown in Figure 1, 
the hand wallet may be comprised of a base 26 made firom a strip of appropriate material, such as 
neoprene or leather, secured about the palm and back of a hand, without finger holes at all. 

[39] Figures 1-4 and 20 show the preferred embodiment of the present invention 20. A first 
pocket area may be located on the back of the hand for placing a variety of items, such as money, 
credit cards, personal identification, business cards, pass cards, and vital medical information 
cards etc. For such items, the first pocket area may include one or more slotted pockets 22 
adapted to hold such cards. This first pocket area may also include expandable sides 30, that 
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allow it to expand vertically to accommodate various items. This first pocket area also preferably 
includes a protective flap 24 which can be closed by a zipper 28 or other appropriate means. The 
first pocket area can be modified to support items like a lighting device or other small portable 
devices such as a whistle or an electronic device. Indeed, such items could be life saving if the 
need arises. For example, if a jogger experiences a heart attack or seizure, the hand wallet 20 
could accommodate medication or life saving information. In addition to customary items 
carried in a wallet, such a first pocket might accommodate a lighting device, gaming and trading 
cards or other communication devices. As equipment is reduced in size, personnel working law 
enforcement, package delivery, inventory, etc. could use the pocket for task specific electronic 
equipment. In this case, the pocket would be sized to accommodate the electronic item. 

[40] The hand wallet 20 is preferably affixed to the hand using a wrist strap 36 (see figures 5, 
6, 10, 12, 13 and 20). The wrist strap may be connected using hook and loop fastener 38 or other 
appropriate fastening means, 

[41] As shown in Figs. 5 and 6, a second pocket area may be located in the palm of the hand 
that can be used for items such as keys, mobile phone, money, identification cards, cosmetics, 
mp3 player, etc. The structure of the second pocket area is preferably designed for comfortable 
use in the intended activity. Inside the second pocket area can be an elastic strap 32 for securing 
items, such as keys, pepper spray, a small medicine bottle, etc. This can be usefiil if a person is 
walking and a dog or person tries to attack. The pepper spray, for example, would be located in 
the palm of the hand, ready for use without searching. Again, the second pocket area can be 
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tailored for the desired use. For example, multiple pockets 34 and 40 may be provided. One or 
more of the pockets on the second pocket area may be closed by using hook and loop fastener 38 
or other appropriate fastening means. The pockets 34 and 40 are preferably formed used an 
outer band of material 42 at the appropriate edges of the pockets 34 and 40 to secure the pockets 
34 and 40 to the hand wallet 20. 

[42] In addition, both pocket areas are adapted for their respective position on the hand. FIG. 
1, 2, 3 and 7 show details concerning an embodiment of the first pocket area located on the back 
of the hand. This permits a broad range of designs and generally a greater pocket capacity. A 
protective flap 24 may be used with an intemal fastener or closing device, such as a zipper 28 or 
a strip of hook and loop fastener 38. FIG. 5, 6 and 8 show altemate embodiments of the second 
pocket area located in the palm of the hand. Typically, the second pocket area will be sized for 
comfort. If desired, the second pocket area is aligned to orient its contents within the pocket for 
comfortable gripping by the hand. 

[43] The elastic strap 32 shown inside a pocket 40 in the second pocket area may maintain an 
item such as pepper spray and/or keys in a secure, but ready to use location. This pocket is 
preferably capable of expanding to allow for larger items. Hook and loop fastener 38 or other 
appropriate fasteners may be used to secure items in the pocket interior. 

[44] In an altemate embodiment of the present invention shown in Figs. 7 and 8, this hand 
wallet 20 may be constructed from an absorbent cloth material 64 such as terry cloth. Many 
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activities can lead to perspiration; in strenuous activities or during hot periods, sweat may flow 
into the eyes. By constructing the hand wallet 20 from an absorbent cloth material 64 like terry 
cloth, the wearer can remove sweat from all portions of the face. This alternate embodiment 
preferably includes a pocket 66 on the back of the hand as well as a pocket 68 on the palm side 
of the hand. 

[451 The hand wallet 20 itself may be modified or adapted to a particular activity. For 
example, a compact version that is shorter in coverage of the hand (i.e., fits around the palm and 
back area of the hand) as shown in Fig. 5, may be appropriate for low impact leisure activity. An 
altemative version shown in Figs. 6 and 9-13, (i.e., an active wear version), includes a larger 
palm section 46 that is compatible with high impact training and is capable of being configured 
with training accessories, such as a hand weight 62 (see Fig. 15) or an integrated drinking 
bladder 60, 72 or 74 (see Figs. 14 and 19) shown in Figs. 12, 13 and 18. In some cases, the 
activity may require partial or full finger coverage. 

[46] With larger coverage, an active wear version of the hand wallet 20 would enable a larger 
pocket area that could accommodate a hand weight 62 or drinking bladder 60, 72 or 74. Such a 
hand weight 62 could be specially designed to wrap around the hand. This hand weight 62 can 
be made out of neoprene or other appropriate materials. The hand weight 62 can be filled with 
materials commonly used in the weight training industry. The active wear version pocket 52 
could also accommodate a drinking bladder 60, 72 or 74. Such a drinking bladder 60, 72 and 74 
would be tailored for the pocket 52 and enable drinking during activities to avoid dehydration. A 
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secondary feature of the stored liquid is to act as a weight during exercise. The active wear 
version shown in Figs. 9 - 13, is also useful for handling larger items like an infant's feeding 
bottle or drinking bladder 60, 72 and 74 and does not in anyway limit the usefulness of this 
version or the previous version. 

[47] To enable use of a drinking bladder 60, 72 or 74, the hand wallet includes an opening 50 
through which a spout 56 can extend. The spout 56 is preferably designed for easy use during 
physical activity but can be of any design which will transport liquid from within the drinking 
bladder 60, 72 or 74 to the user. For ease of use, the drinking bladder 60, 72 or 74 is preferably 
a separate item. As shown in Figs. 9 - 13, the pocket 52 is opened using the zipper 28. The 
pocket 52 is opened and the filled drinking bladder 60, 72 or 74 is placed within the pocket 52 
such that the spout 56 can extend through the opening 50. The pocket 52 is then closed using the 
zipper 28, allowing consumption of the Uquid fi-om the drinking bladder 60, 72 or 74. 

[48] As shown in detail in Figs 14 and 19, the drinking bladder 60 or 72 is designed to extend 
on either side of the hand wallet and along both the back and palm side of the hand. 
Alternatively, the drinking bladder 74 may extend along only one side of the hand. The latter 
configuration is preferred where the user wishes to use the remaining side for storage of items 
other than the drinking bladder 74. In either configuration, the drinking bladder 60, 72 or 74 
consists of a body 58 and a spout 56. The body 58 is made fi-om a material which is 
impermeable to liquid and can withstand the intended use of the hand wallet, a flexible plastic is 
preferred. The spout 56 is preferably made from a durable material such as a hard plastic. The 
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spout can be of any design commonly used for drinking receptacles but preferably includes a 
means for opening the spout 56 to obtain liquid and for closing the spout 56 such that liquid is 
retained with the drinking bladder 60, 72 or 74. 

[49] Another altemate embodiment is shown in Figs. 16-19. The hand wallet 70 in this 
embodiment is designed to completely surroxmd a storage area, weight or drinking bladder. 
Figure 16 shows the hand wallet is its opened configuration while Figure 17 shows the hand 
wallet 70 in the closed configuration. The hand wallet 70 includes a zipper closing 28 (other 
closing means can be utilized) which joins the ends of the hand wallet 70 forming a storage area 
inside. The embodiment shown in Figs. 16 - 19 is designed to accept a drinking bladder 72 and 
includes openings 50 for a spout 56. As shown in Figure 18, the drinking bladder 72 fits within 
the hand wallet 70 such that the spout extends through the openings 50 to allow access to the 
liquid within the drinking bladder 72. While this embodiment is shown being used with a 
drinking bladder 72, it can also accept a weight or other items as desired. 

[50] While the description above refers to particular embodiments of the present invention, it 
will be understood that many modifications may be made without departing fi-om the spirit 
thereof The accompanying claims are intended to cover such modifications as would fall within 
the true scope and spirit of the present invention. 
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